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Timing: approx. 30 minutes + 10 minutes transfer  

time

Questions: 40 items

LISTENING TEST
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Test Parts: 4

Part 1: conversation between two people set in everyday  

social context

Part 2: monologue set in everyday social context

Part 3: conversation between up to 4 people set in an  

educational or training context

Part 4: monologue on an academic subject

LISTENING TEST
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Skills Assessed:

1. Understanding of main ideas and specific factual

information

2. Recognising opinions, attitudes and purpose of the

speaker

3. Following development of an argument

LISTENING TEST
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IELTS LISTENING

 You will hear a conversation between a clerk at the enquiries desk of a 
transport company and a man who is asking for travel information. 
First you have some time to look at questions 1 to 5.

 This means the dialogue is in the context of travelling and 
transportation.

 Also, there are instructions in sentence completion questions telling 

you how many words and/or numbers are required to fill in the blanks. 

For example:

The options you have:

 One word

 Two words
6
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The options you have:

 One word

 Two words

 Three words

 One word and a number

 Two words and a number

 Three words and a number

 A number

Remember that whenever you see ‘OR A NUMBER’, there is always one answer 
containing a

number.
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Be careful to look for TWO answers in the recording - Question 23 

and 24, but the order is not important.
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HOW TO TRANSFER IN 10 MINUTES

The most important thing to do in the final 10 minutes is transferring the answers 
from the booklet to the answer sheet. To do so:

 Check if you are using the LISTENING ANSWER SHEET - Reading and 
Listening answer sheets are two pages of one sheet.

 For questions where the answers are letters, you should write ONLY the 
number of answers required. For example, in multiple-choice questions, if 
the answer is ‘A’, you should write only ‘A’ in the answer sheet. If you write 
all the words in the alternative A, the answer will be marked wrong.

 Answers may be written in upper or lower case.

 Both UK and US spelling are acceptable.

 All standard alternatives for numbers, dates and currencies are acceptable.

 All standard abbreviations are acceptable.

 Check the instructions of each question to ensure you are within the word 
limits.

 Check the plural and singular nouns.

 Never leave a blank.
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LISTENING ANSWER SHEET

 There is a green ribbon distinguishing this page from that of reading 

test.
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SIX COMMON TYPES OF LISTENING QUESTIONS

 In general, there are 6 types of questions in the Listening 

section:

 Form, note, table, flow-chart, summary completion

 Plan, map, diagram labeling

 Matching

 Multiple choices

 Sentence completion

 Short answer question
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1.FORM, NOTE, TABLE, FLOW-CHART, SUMMARY COMPLETION

 Form

 Summarize the details in the recording such as name, phone number, 

and date

 Example:
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 Note

 Summarize the specific and detail information in the recording.

 Example:
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 Table

 Summarize information related to some categories (for instance place, 

cost, time…) .

 Example:
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 Flow-chart

 Summarize a process with particular steps displayed by arrows. 

Example:
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 Summary paragraph

 You are responsible for filling in the gaps in the given paragraph. Notice 

that your answer must meet all the requirements about spelling, 

grammar, and word limit.

 Example:

16



HOW TO ANSWER THESE TYPES OF QUESTIONS

1. Read the instruction……………..word limit 

2. Prediction………………………..N,V,ADJ,ADV,NUMBER,…..  Example:            

Name: Shaun Rodgers   Room no. ___________

3. Synonym……………..grades/ points……Grades are often letters and can 

be for an essay; points are always numbers, usually out of a possible total.

e.g.: Unfortunately, I didn't get very good grades last year.

4. Singular / plural

5. Copy the exact word
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YOUR TURN

On the right write type of words you need to complete the notes .

Now listen and answer questions 1-4.
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Questions Type of words

Drive from Melbourne to Philip Island:

• Approx 1…………….km

• Takes about 2………….

People go there to:

• Observe the 3…………returning 

home

• Watches seals from 4…………or 

through telescopes.

1. A number

2. ……………

3. …………….

4. ………….....
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2.PLAN, MAP, DIAGRAM LABELING

 Plan Labeling

 The following type is about completing a plan (e.g. of a factory), a map (e.g. of a city 

area) or a diagram (e.g. a part a device). There will be some answers for you to pick.

 Example:
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 Map labeling

 The second type is Map Labeling. There will be many places like a 

hospital, factory, park… and your job is to listen to the recording, look 

at the given map and label all the gaps in that map.

 Example :
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 Diagram Labeling

It will give you a diagram which can demonstrate the parts of a machine, or phases of a process. 

The speaker in the recording will describe the diagram very clearly and logically so that you can 

understand it easily. 
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 DESCRIPTION of LOCATIONS and following DIRECTIONS.

 EXAMPLE: 

 As you enter the department the seating area is directly in front of you.

 As you enter seminar room B the staff room is behind you.

 As you enter seminar room A the reception is directly behind you.

 There are male and female cloakrooms on either side of the main 
entrance.

 As you come out of the lecture theater the language lab is in front of 
you.

 From the office to seminar room B you need to cross the seating area.

 To access the office you need to go through

 the reception.

 As you leave seminar room A, the men's cloakroom is on the right.
23



YOUR TURN
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3. MATCHING

 Candidates are given a list of items from the audio and are requested to match it 

with a set of options on the question paper. The set of options might be criteria of 

some kind. 

 Example :
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4. MULTIPLE CHOICES

 Example :
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5. SENTENCE COMPLETION

 Example :
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6. SHORT ANSWER QUESTION

 Example: 
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MATERIALS

 6-min English (British Accent)

 TED talk

 Podcasts

 Luke’s English Podcasts (LEP) (British Accent)

 LBC (Radio Channel) (British Accent)

 BBC (Radio Channel) (British Accent)

 VOA (Radio or TV Channel) (American Accent)

 NPR( American Accent)

 Largest collection of video quotes from movies: www.playphrase.me

 RSA
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